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Art Deco Lobby Tour
by Mary Jane Appel 

On November 5, 2016, members of the 
Cleveland Park Historical Society and the Art Deco Society of 
Washington visited the Broadmoor as part of a walking tour 
of Connecticut Avenue, with stops in a select group of build-
ings.  

Mary Jane Appel, Chair of the History Committee, spoke to 
the group during their visit here, giving a brief history of the 
Broadmoor Apartment Hotel and the Art Deco remodeling 
of 1938-39.  

Mary Jane pointed out details in the Commons and Lobby 
and described how the Broadmoor transformed what had 
been a Tudor Revival interior design into an Art Deco one by 
adding geometric motifs such as Greek key-based shapes, 
chevrons, octagons, and both horizontal and vertical fluting. 
The Broadmoor installed decorative lintels above doorways 
and wainscoting with Art Deco-inspired, stepped octagonal 
medallions on the walls and some doors.   

It was also during this time that the Broadmoor constructed 
our Art Deco Bar, using typical motifs and materials: illuminated glass blocks, indirect ceiling lighting, 
wood paneling, chevron-shaped, futuristic silver-tone sconces, and a circular blue mirror. In 2010 the 
Broadmoor added vintage bar stools from the 1930s.  

In the 1930s and 1940s at least a 
dozen of Washington’s baseball 
players – the Senators – lived in the 
Broadmoor and many hung out 
with their teammates at the new 
Broadmoor bar. (For more details 
on these players, see the article in 
the September 2010 Bulletin, avail-
able on BuildingLink). 

During its Art Deco remodel in 1938-1939, the Broadmoor transformed 
our grand Lobby by installing massive square fluted columns, back-lit 
pilasters flanking the Front Desk, octagonal wainscoting, and a fluted 
door lintel above what was at that time the newsstand and pastry 
shop but is now our mail room. Continued on next page 
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The Tudor-style decorative wooden beam ceiling 
was removed and replaced by a plaster dome, 
rimmed with a Greek key motif and indirect light-
ing.  

The Broadmoor today is a unique blend of Tudor 
Revival and Art Deco. Tudor elements are still 
prominent on the exterior with 
the ornamental stone and pat-
terned brickwork, the arched 
porte-cochere, and the Tudor 
arches that remain in many 
apartments. During the late 
1930s remodel, designers took 
advantage of both styles to cre-
ate a distinctive, stunning space 
that has stood the test of time. 

Preserving and Showcasing Original Details 

Have you walked by the display case in the com-
mercial corridor lately? Since June, we’ve been dis-
playing and interpreting objects from the Broad-
moor History Collection, in an effort to tell the sto-
ry of our building. Objects on exhibit will change 
periodically. 

For several years, the History Committee has been 
actively collecting original apartment details (1929-
1948) and other materials as per the Broadmoor 
Collecting Plan (available online in the Broadmoor 
Document Library). We welcome all donations and 
are seeking a few in particular:  

original bronze living room sconces 
a sample of the 1929 “blue sparrow” 
bathroom tile  
a sample of the c. 1942 black and 
white bathroom tile (from a bathroom 
added during World War II) 

If you have any original feature you’d 
like to donate to the Collection—or 
would like to know if what you have is 
original—please contact a member of 
the History Committee. Recently, a 

resident asked us to come to her apartment to 
identify and date the decorative lintels above the 
doorways to her sun porch.  




